
Genealogy… 
is like a jigsaw puzzle



Look at each piece….

Begin with 

YOURSELF!

Start with 

things you 

already 

know:

Birth

Parents

Siblings

Spouse

Children



Create a separate page for 
each Family Member



Sort the pieces  ~  Start with the frame



 Show Family 
Relationships 
using an 
organizational 
chart

 Group family 
information 
together

 Transfer 
individual 
data to master 
sheets



Sources for 
more 

Information



How to organize the information

• Scan records and photographs into 

computer 

• Carry a “flash” or “USB” drive when 

researching away from home.

• Use binders with plastic sleeves to keep  

copies of documents

• Keep checklists of where you have 

already searched for information for each 

person

• Use a genealogical software program



Public and Internet Sources

Cyndi’s List.com

Ancestry.com

FamilySearch.org 

Census Records

Land Records

Military Records

Newspapers



www.CyndisList.com

Read “About Cyndi’s List” 
to understand more about 
this website

Read the FAQs

Use the different indexes to 
browse or explore the many 
links.

Search the entire list of links

Participate in the upkeep of 
this site by notifying Cyndi 
of broken links

Join the interactive forums 
and newsletters by subject, 
topic, locality, etc.



http://www.familysearch.org



pilot.familysearch.org



Latest trends in Genealogy
• Who Do You Think You Are: new TV show on NBC

• State and national websites with census and other 
records

• Personal family trees 

• Private (only invited persons may view it)

• Public (anyone can view it)

• Contact owner of tree for additional information 
without seeing the owner’s personal information 
or email address

• Owner of tree can give editing or contribution 
rights to whoever they want – or not!



It’s not cheating to look at 

the box…

• Verify “known” information with 
documents, census records, etc.

• Look on-line to access free databases

• Use free trials of “for fee” databases

• Check with other family members 
for related information

• Access on-line genealogy 



When the Puzzle is completed…

You can enjoy 

your family

And history

In a whole new way.


